GUIDELINES FOR THE SAMPLING OF CERTAIN WOOL & HAIR IMPORTATIONS
3/ 98
Ref erence: Part 151, Subpart E, Custons Regul ati ons Sections 151.61 - 151. 76,
Manual Suppl enent No. 3256-03 dated June 19, 1981 and Manua
Transmittal No. 3200-62 dated July 30,1981

1. PURPOSE

To update procedures for the processing of entries involving wool inportations
subject to duty at a rate per clean kilogram including instructions for
proper sanpling dutiable wool and hair inportations.

2. BACKGROUND

Section 151. 68 of the Customs Regul ations provides for the sanpling of nost
wool or hair subject to duty at a rate per clean kilogram unless not
feasible. Custonms officers either physically supervise wool sanpling as
provi ded by section 151.67 of the Custons Regul ations or obtain a
representative general sanple as provided by section 151.70.

Manual Suppl enent 3256- 03 dated June 1981, provided instructions for sanpling
dutiabl e wool inportations. However, there is a need to update these
instructions since U.S. Custonms is no |longer a source for wool sanpling tools
or contai ners.

3. ACTION

(A) A mininmmof one out of ten entries of dutiable wool will be sanpled
for laboratory analysis. Al other entries may be assessed duty and

i qui dated based on the entered estinmated clean yield content, provided
the port director is satisfied that the revenue is properly protected.

(B) Al wool sanples required under (A), or otherw se, shall be taken
by the inporter or his representative. A certification shall be nmade to
the port director as foll ows:

(1) Ssanples taken are representative of the instant
i mportation.

(2) Sampl es have been taken in accordance with the procedures
and sanpling schedules for that type of wool which were in effect
on the date of inportation.

(3) Sanpl es have been sent to the appropriate Custons field
| aboratory along with all necessary
document ati on.

(C) Custons officers will no |onger supervise or draw sanples of woo
i mports unless deened feasible by the Port director

(D) The port director may direct that any inportation of dutiable woo
be sanpl ed for whatever purposes deened necessary, and occasionally
aut hori ze unannounced spot checks by Custons officers to protect the
revenue.

4. SUPERSEDED MATERI AL
Manual Suppl enent Nunber 3256-03 dated June 19, 1981 and Manua

Transmittal Nunber 3200-62 July 30, 1981

At t achnent



U.S. CUSTOMS PROCEDURE FOR THE SAMPLING OF WOOL
AND FINE ANIMAL HAIR (Revised 1998)

l. I nt roducti on

Chapter 51, Additional U S. Note 2(b), Harnonized Tariff Schedul es of
the United States, provides rates of duty on inported wool or hair on the
basis of clean content. This nmethod of sanpling is intended to provide a
representative Customs sanple, the clean content of which is to be deternined
by | aboratory test. It involves the use of special equipnment and sanple
containers and is applicable to nost types of dutiable wool or hair

Il. Definitions

(A) Sampling Unit -- A sanmpling unit consists of all the undamaged
packages covered by an entry or w thdrawal which are shown on the entry or
wi thdrawal to conformto all the follow ng requirenents

(1) Al shall be the same type of package (bale or bag) of
approxi mately the sane size and wei ght.

(2) Al shall contain wool or hair of the same kind (sheep, goat,
canel, alpaca, etc.); of the same general character (in fleeces,

mat chi ngs, crutchings, etc.); in the sane general condition (in the
grease, scoured, washed, pulled, etc.); and of the same country of
origin.

(3) Al shall contain wool or hair subject to the same rate of duty.

For clean content sampling purposes, differences in grade, estimated clean
content, type number, or mark among the packages or sub-lots in an entry do
not control the establishment of sampling units, except as set forth above.
However, packages that are found to be materially damaged by contact with sea
water or other agents shall not be included in the sampling unit, but shall be
examined separately in accordance with instructions from the appropriate Port
Director and the appropriate U.S. Customs Laboratory Director.

(B) Core -- A core is the portion of wool or hair obtained by use of a
sampling tool as described bel ow.

(C) Ceneral Sanple -- A general sanple is the conposite of the
i ndi vidual cores drawn froma sanpling unit.

(D) Duplicate Sanple -- A duplicate sanple is an additional and separate
general sanple drawn at the sane tine and fromthe same sanpling unit as
the original general sanple.



(E) Second Sanple -- A second sanmple is a general sanple drawn
subsequently to the original sanpling and weighing. A reweighing is
al ways required at the tine a second sanple is drawn.

[11. Equiprent
(A) Sampling Tool -- A sanmpling tool consists of a tube with a cutting
edge, together with a drill, hamrer, press, or simlar device, and

accessories. The tube nmust be capable of penetrating the required

di stance into a package of wool and cutting a core therefrom Sanpling
tubes in common use range from1/2 to 2 inches(13 to 50 nm in dianeter,
and from 10 to 40 inches(250 to 1000 nmm) in | ength.

(B) Sample Containers -- A container with closure of such material and
so constructed that a sanple stored therein will not show a materia
change in its nmoisture content during the interval between sanpling and
wei ghing the sanple for tests.

V. Selection of Packages to be Sanpl ed

For each sampling unit the nunmber of packages to be bored and the nunber of
cores to be taken from each sanpl ed package shall be specified by the Port
Director or other authorized officer, who shall be guided by the appended Wo
Sanpling Schedule. |If the packages constituting a sanpling unit have not been
segregated into groups, the specified nunber of package shall be selected at
random |f the packages have been segregated into groups, the specified nunber
of packages shall be selected so that each group is represented
proportionately.

For exanple, if a sanpling unit of 200 bal es of Australian wool has been
segregated on the pier, in the warehouse or in shipping containers, into three
groups of 36, 106, and 58 bales, and the sanpling instructions call for one
core fromeach of 54 bales, then 10, 29, and 15 bal es shall be selected at
random from the respective groups and bored. When proportionate sanpling is
used, the sanmpling officer shall note on the |aboratory copy of the entry form
t he nunber of bales contained in each group and the respective numbers of

bal es that were sanpl ed.

If a substantial nunber of the packages in a sanpling unit are not avail able
for sanpling because of short-shipment or other reason, only that fraction of
t he specified number of packages shall be sanpled that corresponds to the
fraction of the packages avail able. The remai nder of the sanple shall be taken
fromthe nissing bal es when they becone available. |If considerable delay is
anticipated before the remai nder of the bal es becones avail able, each portion
of the inportation shall be treated as a separate sanpling unit and the
appropriate number of bales in each such unit shall be sanpled in accordance
with the appended Whol Sanpling Schedule. The identity of the packages

conpri sing each such portion shall be clearly indicated on the |aboratory copy
of the entry.

V. Location and Depth of Borings

The direction and |l ocation of boring are very inmportant. Boring shall always
be done against the layers of wool in a bale, in the direction of conpression
t hrough the head or bottom of the bale. South American or Australian Jumbo
type bal es, weighing about 454 kil ograns, shall be bored through either narrow
conpressi on side which corresponds to the head or bottom of the bale. Canadian
type bags may be bored at any location on the bag and in any direction.

The | ocation on the proper side at which a boring is to be made shall be
sel ected at random The cores constituting a general sanple nmust not all be
taken fromthe sane approximate | ocation on the various packages in the



sampling unit; all possible positions on the proper sides of the packages
shall be equally represented. If nore than one core is to be taken froma
package, they shall be taken fromw dely separated |locations in the package,
and from both conpression surfaces.

The depth of boring depends on the density and hardness of the package.

Soft packages such as Canadi an bags shall be bored to the full length of the
tube; noderately dense and dense bal es shall be bored to the approximte
m d- poi nt of the bale.

Al the cores froma given sanpling unit shall be as nearly as possible of the
same | ength.

VI. Tinme of Sanpling

Since the percentage clean content of a general sanple is related to the
actual weight of the sanpling unit at the time the sanple is drawn, sanpling
shal | be done at or about the sane time as wei ghing. \Wenever a second genera
sample is drawn, there shall be a redeterm nation of the weight at that tine.

VI1. Sanpling Procedure

At the location selected for boring, cut the burlap or plastic covering in the
shape of an L and fold the flap under. The openi ng should be | arge enough to
adnmit the sanpling tube freely w thout causing contanination of the core or of
the wool in the bale with burlap fibers or plastic. Attach a tube to the
drill, press firmy against the wool through the opening cut in the

bal e covering, and drill into the bale to the required depth. Imrediately

wi t hdraw the tube, shutting off the drill when the tube is al nbst out of the
bale. (When drilling into a bale or withdrawing a tube, push or pull straight,
not upward or to a side, lest the tube or cutting edge be danaged.) Detach the
tube fromthe drill. Place the slotted end over the container and insert the
tip of the extruding rod into the cutting end, being careful not to press

agai nst and break or dull the cutting edge. Push the core out of the tube into
t he contai ner, which should be kept covered at all tines except when cores are
bei ng pl aced therein. Repeat this operation until the required nunber of
packages has been bored, alternating boring tubes for greater efficiency and
to avoid overheating of the tubes.

VII1. Labeling, Storage, and Shiprment of Sanples
After each container has been filled with a minimum of 600 grams of sample, it

shall be pronptly closed and the | abeled with the following information to
assure proper identification:

1. CONDI TI ON ( GREASY, SCOURED, CARBONI ZED, COMBED, ETC.)
2. CUSTOVS ENTRY NUMBER

3. HARMONI ZED TARI FF SCHEDULE NUMBER

4. COUNTRY OF ORIG N

5. SUPPLI ER

6. | MPORTER

7. LOT NUMBER OR | DENTI FYI NG MARKS

8. LINE NUMBER | F MULTI PLE | TEMS

9. CLEAN YIELD CLAIM

10. CGRADE

Wool or hair entered into all Ports shall be forwarded to the Laboratory
Director, U.S. Customs Laboratory, 607 Abercorn Street, Third Floor, Savannah,
Georgia 31401. The containers, along with the above information, shall be
forwarded to the | aboratory on the day the taking of the general sample is
conpleted, or if this is not possible, on the next working day. If sanples



nmust be stored tenporarily, they shall be protected from heat and noi sture and
shal | be kept sealed. The Custons Officer in charge shall be responsible for
their

security.

Sections 151.62 and 151.63 of the Custonms Regul ations lists information
required on invoices and entry summary.

| X. Care and Mai ntenance of Equi prent

The utnost care shall be taken to prevent damage to equi prent and
| oss of parts. Needed repairs and repl acenments shall be nmade pronptly.

The serrated cutting edges used on the 2-inch dianmeter tubes are not normally
reshar pened. Each bl ade is capable of cutting about twenty cores. The snpoth
cutting edges on the 1/2-inch dianeter tubes are long | asting when properly
handl ed and can be resharpened. A sanpling tip with a keen cutting edge can
draw approxi mately 40 cores of greasy wool or 60 cores of scoured

wool before becom ng noderately dull. Information pertaining to the

repl acement or sharpening of cutting tips may be obtained fromthe Savannah
Laboratory Director

X. Limtation

Most, but not all, packages of inported wool or hair may be sanpled with the
equi pment and by the met hod descri bed above. The nmj or exceptions are (a) very
soft packages where the wool nmoves away fromthe advanci ng cutting edge

wi t hout entering the tube, and (b) very hard bal es where the density is so
great that penetration is linited to one or two inches.

VWhen an entry of either of these types of packages unsuitable for boring has
been ordered sanpled, the sanpling officer shall comunicate with the
appropriate Port Director and the Savannah Laboratory Director for

i nstructions.



Origin and Type

APPENDIX

Wool Sampling Schedule

No. of Packages
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Cores To Be Taken

Ten cores from each bal e

Seven cores from each bal e

Fi ve cores from each bal e

Four cores from each bal e
Three cores from each bal e

Two cores from each bal e

One core from each of 20 bal es

Ten cores from each bal e

Seven cores from each bal e

Fi ve cores from each bal e

Four cores from each bal e
Three cores from each bal e

Two cores from each bal e

One core from each of 30 bal es

Ten cores from each bal e

Seven cores from each bal e
Fi ve cores from each bal e
Four cores from each bal e
Three cores from each bal e
Two cores from each bal e
One core fromeach of 21
One core fromeach of 32
One core fromeach of 39
One core from each of 44
One core fromeach of 50
One core from each of 54
One core from each of 59
One core from each of 63
One core from each of 65
One core from each of 67
One core fromeach of 75
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bal es
bal es
bal es
bal es
bal es
bal es
bal es
bal es
bal es
bal es

Four cores from each bal e
Four cores from each of 25bags

Three cores from each of
Three cores from each of
Three cores from each of
Three cores from each of

30 bags
35 bags
40 bags
45 bags



C. Chile 2

D. Uruguay
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31 to 50
51 to 75
76 to 100
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300
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1000

Ten cores from each bal e

Seven cores from each bal e

Fi ve cores from each bal e

Four cores from each bal e

Three cores from each bal e

Two cores from each bal e

Two cores from each of 22 bal es
Two cores from each of 36 bal es
Two cores from each of 46 bal es
Two cores from each of 53 bal es
Two cores from each of 64 bal es
Two cores fromeach of 71 bal es
Two cores from each of 79 bal es
Two cores from each of 87 bal es
Two cores from each of 92 bal es
Two cores from each of 95 bal es

Ten cores from each bal e

Seven cores from each bal e

Fi ve cores from each bal e

Four cores from each bal e

Three cores from each bal e

Two cores from each bal e

Two cores from each of 20 bal es
Two cores from each of 23 bal es
Two cores from each of 24 bal es
Two cores from each of 25 bal es
Two cores from each of 26 bal es

Ten cores from each bal e

Seven cores from each bal e

Fi ve cores from each bal e

Four cores from each bal e

Three cores from each bal e

Two cores from each bal e

Two cores from each of 19 bal es
Two cores from each of 25 bal es
Two cores from each of 28 bal es
Two cores from each of 30 bal es
Two cores from each of 32 bal es
Two cores from each of 33 bal es
Two cores from each of 34 bal es
Two cores from each of 35 bal es
Two cores from each of 36 bal es



I1l. Pulled or Washed
A. Australia
France
New Zeal and a) light lime
b) heavy linme

B. Other Origins

V. Cashmere and Canel Hair
(Al origins - greasy)

Use
Use
Use
Use

Use

Use

Schedul e
Schedul e
Schedul e
Schedul e

Schedul e

Schedul e

IE

IE



